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Contact: Tracy Rosenberg (510) 684-6853 

For Immediate Release

DC Court of Appeals Upholds Comcast Challenge to 2008 Net Neutrality Sanction

Washington DC- On Tuesday April 6th, the 3rd Circuit Court of the US Court of Appeals ruled the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) lacks the authority to force cable broadband providers like Comcast to treat all data, content and applications equally.

Comcast was challenging a 2008 sanction for violating net neutrality rules by choking Bit Torrent file sharing – in a complaint filed by Robb Topolsky.

The complaint led to two national hearings by the Commission – one in Cambridge, MA marred by Comcast-paid seat warmers who prevented members of the public from attending the hearing – and a second do-over hearing at Stanford University on April 17, 2008, which featured a 79-person 3 1/2 hour public comment session. 

78/79 participants spoke in favor of codifying net neutrality regulations to preserve openness and democracy on the Internet.

The ruling is a jurisdictional one, although it has far-reaching implications. Cable broadband providers are not regulated utility-style, but instead enjoy looser oversight, subject to no more regulation than an application company like Facebook. The regulatory classification was intended to spur market competition in high-speed Internet services, although studies show that over a decade later, many US markets operate as duopolies with limited options for consumers.

The decision opens the door to a host of problems with a primary source for news and information for Americans, including censorship, preferential treatment for web content based on the ability to pay, and pending universal service fund reform.

Media Alliance Executive Director Tracy Rosenberg says: “This court decision shows the government needs to catch up with the people, who’ve been using the Internet to share information openly and without limits. It needs to stay that way”.
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